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16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise
might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that
also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,
17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him
whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not as though they were.
18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of
many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.
19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead,
when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of
Sarah's womb:
20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was
strong in faith, giving glory to God;
21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also
to perform.
16 So God’s blessings are given to us by faith, as a free gift; we are certain
to get them whether or not we follow Jewish customs if we have faith like
Abraham’s, for Abraham is the father of us all when it comes to these
matters of faith. 17 That is what the Scriptures mean when they say that
God made Abraham the father of many nations. God will accept all people
in every nation who trust God as Abraham did. And this promise is from
God himself, who makes the dead live again and speaks of future events
with as much certainty as though they were already past.

18 So, when God told Abraham that he would give him a son who would
have many descendants and become a great nation, Abraham believed
God even though such a promise just couldn’t come to pass! 19 And
because his faith was strong, he didn’t worry about the fact that he was too
old to be a father at the age of one hundred, and that Sarah his wife, at
ninety,[a] was also much too old to have a baby.
20 But Abraham never doubted. He believed God, for his faith and trust
grew ever stronger, and he praised God for this blessing even before it
happened. 21 He was completely sure that God was well able to do
anything he promised.

